@ongress of the United States
MWashington, DC 20515

April 28, 2021
The Honorable Matt Cartwright The Honorable Robert Aderholt
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies Science, and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
H-310, The Capitol 1036 Longworth House Office Building
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Cartwright and Ranking Member Aderholt:

As you consider appropriations legislation for the coming year, we respectfully request robust funding for
the Legal Services Corporation (LSC) in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 Commerce, Justice, Science, and
Related Agencies (CJS) Appropriations bill.

LSC helps military families and veterans, those affected by opioids and addiction, victims of natural
disasters, domestic violence survivors, families with children, homeowners and renters, the disabled, the
elderly, and many others across the country. Funding for legal aid promotes individual empowerment and
self-reliance by giving people the tools and knowledge to navigate the civil court system to protect and
exercise their rights.

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, more than 53.8 million Americans, or 16.7% of the U.S. population,
qualified for legal assistance from LSC-funded programs. Far more will now qualify because of the sharp
rise in unemployment. Based on LSC's Justice Gap Report, 86% of the civil legal problems of low-
income Americans receive no assistance. The "justice gap" is the difference between the civil legal needs
of low-income Americans and the resources available to meet those needs. The economic toll of COVID-
19 will only exacerbate the justice gap. Funding for LSC is integral to the fair administration of justice
and the rule of law.

For over 45 years, LSC and its grantees have been providing civil legal assistance to veterans. Every year,
LSC grantees assist nearly 100,000 veterans and their families with a range of legal issues. LSC launched
a national Veterans Task Force in 2020 to strengthen the role of civil legal aid organizations in providing
assistance to veterans. In 2017, 71% of households with veterans or other military personnel reported
experiencing a civil legal problem that year. While civil legal needs among them are prevalent, 88% of
low-income veterans received inadequate or no assistance with their legal issues.

Previously, LSC released two reports outlining the results of a year-long study into the opioid epidemic
and the impact of natural disasters on low-income communities. Legal aid organizations play a pivotal
role in addressing the opioid crisis by partnering with health professionals, first responders, social
services providers, and policymakers. LSC's Opioid Task Force's recommendations focus on fostering
collaborative responses to the opioid epidemic. Furthermore, for decades LSC has mobilized a robust
network of legal services organizations and national partners to serve disaster survivors. LSC's Disaster
Task Force's recommendations include building a systematic, coordinated, and sustainable approach to



help low-income individuals, families, and communities prepare for, respond to, and recover from a
disaster.

LSC conducted an analysis last summer on the estimated cost for grantees to address the surge in
evictions across the nation. Over 5 million LSC income-eligible households experienced rental shortfalls
and potentially faced eviction during August 2020. LSC reported that the near-term dollar amount to
address the legal needs of this surge was over $2.5 billion. As states and localities continue lifting rent
moratoriums, low-income people will increasingly rely on legal aid to help them through the eviction
process.

Pro bono assistance is dependent on partnerships with LSC-funded legal aid organizations. Every year,
private attorneys provide millions of hours of free legal services to individuals in need. Although pro
bono volunteers cannot replace the work of legal aid lawyers, the private bar and others provide a critical
resource to address the civil legal needs of low-income Americans.

At the 40th anniversary celebration of the establishment of LSC, late Supreme Court Justice Antonin
Scalia remarked, “Equal treatment is the element of justice most fundamental... denial of access to
professional legal assistance is denial of equal justice.” This sentiment has been echoed by major business
leaders, private law firms, bipartisan state attorneys general, and Chief Justices of state courts who have
advocated for robust LSC funding.

We hope you will ensure that the Legal Services Corporation receives robust funding in the FY 2022 CJS
Appropriations bill to provide critical legal assistance to eligible Americans.

Sincerely,
Steve Cohen Brian Fitzpatrick
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS
T
u,u@u \ “N_

Mary Gay gcanlen Tom Emmer
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS
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Debbie Dingell Fred Upton

MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS



Joined by:

Colin Allred

Kelly Armstrong
Jake Auchincloss
Cindy Axne

Don Bacon

Dr. James R. Baird
Nanette Diaz Barragan
Karen Bass

Joyce Beatty

Ami Bera, M.D.
Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.
Lisa Blunt Rochester
Suzanne Bonamici
Mike Bost

Brendan F. Boyle
Anthony G. Brown
Julia Brownley
Cori Bush

Tony Cérdenas
André Carson

Sean Casten
Joaquin Castro
Madison Cawthorn
David N. Cicilline
Emanuel Cleaver, Il
Gerald E. Connolly
Jim Cooper

Angie Craig

Eric A. "Rick" Crawford
Jason Crow
Sharice L. Davids
Danny K. Davis
Rodney Davis
Madeleine Dean
Peter A. DeFazio
Diana DeGette
Suzan K. DelBene
Antonio Delgado
Val B. Demings
Mark DeSaulnier
Lloyd Doggett
Mike Doyle

Neal P. Dunn, M.D.
Anna G. Eshoo
Randy Feenstra
Lizzie Fletcher

Bill Foster

Ruben Gallego
Andrew Garbarino
Sylvia R. Garcia

Jesus G. "Chuy" Garcia
Carlos A. Gimenez
Jared Golden

Jimmy Gomez

Vicente Gonzalez
Anthony Gonzalez
Jenniffer Gonzalez-Colén
Josh Gottheimer

Garret Graves

Al Green

Brian Higgins

Jim Himes

Sheila Jackson Lee
Chris Jacobs

Sara Jacobs

Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, Jr.

Mondaire Jones

John Katko

Fred Keller

Ro Khanna

Daniel T. Kildee

Ron Kind

Ann McLane Kuster
Darin LaHood

Conor Lamb

James R. Langevin
John B. Larson

Teresa Leger Fernandez
Mike Levin

Ted W. Lieu

Zoe Lofgren

Tom Malinowski
Nicole Malliotakis
Lucy McBath

Michael T. McCaul

A. Donald McEachin
James P. McGovern
David B. McKinley, P.E.
Jerry McNerney

Peter Meijer

Carol Miller
Mariannette Miller-Meeks
Gwen Moore

Barry Moore

Seth Moulton

Jerrold Nadler

Joe Neguse

Marie Newman

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Ilhan Omar

Burgess Owens

Frank Pallone, Jr.

Bill Pascrell, Jr.

Donald M. Payne, Jr.
Dean Phillips

Chellie Pingree

Stacey E. Plaskett
Aumua Amata C. Radewagen
Jamie Raskin

Kathleen M. Rice
Deborah K. Ross

C.A. Dutch Ruppersherger
Maria Elvira Salazar
Michael F.Q. San Nicolas
Linda T. Sanchez

John P. Sarbanes

Jan Schakowsky

Kim Schrier, M.D.
David Scott

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Albio Sires

Elissa Slotkin

Adam Smith

Darren Soto

Jackie Speier

Greg Stanton

Pete Stauber

Elise M. Stefanik

Steve Stivers

Marilyn Strickland
Thomas R. Suozzi

Mark Takano

Claudia Tenney

Glenn 'GT' Thompson
William R. Timmons, IV
Rashida Tlaib

Paul D. Tonko

Ritchie Torres

Michael R. Turner
Jefferson Van Drew



Juan Vargas

Marc A. Veasey
Filemon Vela

Nydia M. Velazquez
Maxine Waters
Peter Welch

Susan Wild

Nikema Williams
Nikema Williams
John Yarmuth



